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Coming up empty 
handed 
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season, but Lincoln Riley 
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Humphreys agrees to resign soon 
from seat on OU Board of Regents 


BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


Kirk Humphreys, who stated 
repeatedly he would not step 
down from the University of 
Oklahoma Board of Regents, 
reversed course Thursday after 
being told his presence had 
become “a problem.” 


Humphreys announced his 
decision to resign next month 
after board members met behind 
closed doors for two hours to 
discuss a leadership change 
prompted by comments he made 
condemning homosexuality. 

“Ididnot want my presence on 
the board to be a problem to the 
regents or to make the path of the 
university more difficult, and if 


they indicated to me at any time 
that my presence on the board 
was a problem I would happily 
resign,” he said. 

“And so, I want you to know 
that they have indicated that and 
it’s my intention to resign from 
the board of regents before the 
beginning of the second semes- 
ter.” 

Critics began calling for Hum- 


phreys to resign from the OU 
board and other boards following 
a televised exchange with state 
Rep. Emily Virgin, D-Norman, 
that aired Dec. 10 on KFOR’s 
“Flash Point.” 

During the discussion Hum- 
phreys said: “Is homosexuality 
right or wrong? It’s not relative. 


SEE RESIGN, 2A 


Soldiers tour the 45th Infantry Museum during a day out for trainees from Fort Sill who cannot go home for Christmas. [PHOTOS BY NATE BILLINGS, THE 


OKLAHOMAN] 


Soldiers’ day out 


Fort Sill Troops trek to OKC for the holidays 


BY MATT PATTERSON 
Staff Writer 
mpatterson@oklahoman.com 


Being away from home and 
family isn’t everyone’s idea of 
how to spend Christmas, but 
when you're serving in the mil- 
itary it comes with the job. 

That’s why the Edmond 
chapter of Blue Star Moth- 
ers started its “Soldiers’ Day 
Out” event that brings about 
100 soldiers from Fort Sill to 
Oklahoma City for a fun day 
away from drill sergeants and 
marching. 

The soldiers might not be 
offspring of the Edmond Blue 
Star Mothers, but for a day, 
they are part of an extended 
family. 

“We have sons or daughters 
in the military that are some- 
times in the same situation 
where they can’t come home 
either because of cost or the 


SEE SOLDIERS, 2A 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

Forgiving God, You call us out 
of sin into repentance; out of 
despair into hopefulness. Amen. 


Matthew Seward, right, of Memphis, Tennessee, and Cedrion Green, of St. Petersburg, Florida, play foosball 
Thursday at Science Museum Oklahoma. 
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MORE ONLINE 


To see a video 
about former 
Oklahoma City 
mayor Kirk 
Humphreys and 
the OU Board of Regents, go 
to Oklahoman.com. 


Overdose 
fatalities 
go up in 
State, US 


BY MEG WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
mwingerter@oklahoman.com 


Drug overdoses in Oklahoma 
increased again in 2016, and 
the situation could get much 
worse. 

In Oklahoma, 813 people died 
from overdoses, a rate of 21.5 
deaths for every 100,000 peo- 
ple last year. 

Nationwide, 63,600 people 
died from overdoses in 2016, 
with 42,249 of those deaths 
tied to some form of opioids. 
That comes out to 19.8 deaths 
for every 100,000 people, 
more than triple the rate in 
1999, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention. 

Projections from the Trust 
for America’s Health warn that 
more people could die from 
overdoses in the future. Even 
the most optimistic scenario 
explored in the report shows 
deaths increasing, though at a 
slower rate than they have in 
recent years. 

Under the worst-case sce- 
nario projection, Oklahoma 
could have as many as 31.7 
deaths from drug overdoses 
for every 100,000 people in 
2025. If Oklahoma’s popula- 
tion remained at its current 
size, more than 1,200 people 
could die of drug overdoses ina 
single year. 

The report rolled out a host of 
recommendations to avoid that 
future, including teaching chil- 
dren and teens positive coping 
strategies to make them less 
vulnerable to drug use; increas- 
ing the availability of drug and 
mental health treatment; edu- 
cating prescribers about alter- 
native ways to manage pain; 
reducing drug smuggling; 
encouraging patients to turn in 
unused drugs; and expanding 
access to naloxone, which can 
reverse an opioid overdose. 

John Auerbach, president 
and CEO of the trust that com- 
piled the report, said current 
efforts to reduce opioid pre- 
scribing are welcome, but they 
won’t address other factors 
that contribute to drug use, like 
economic anxiety, discrimina- 
tion and social isolation. 
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